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further draws your attention to the fact that the rule does not apply to
the non-Asiatic communities in the Transvaal

As to the second innovation, hitherto orphans have been allowed to
join their guardians, Under the new rule, such children will be pre-
vented from entering the Transvaal My Association need hardly point
out that such a rule cannot but cause very great hardship.

As regards the third innovation, if the Resident Magistrates are to
carry on investigations, it will cause almost interminable delay. There
are refugees whose applications have been pending even for the last nine
months, and if all such applications are to be referred to Resident Magis-
trates in the various districts, enormous delay will be caused. Moreover,
there will be no continuity of procedure as to the evidence to be taken,
if each town is treated separately.

My Association further submits that, when witnesses reside outside
Pretoria, it will expedite matters considerably, and secure uniformity of
procedure, if the same official were to be appointed for the examination
of witnesses throughout.

My Association further begs to point out that it is necessary, in the
interests of justice, that there should be a periodical visit by an official
to attend to those requiring permits in Johannesburg, seeing that nearly
seventy-five per cent, of the refugees are destined for Johannesburg or
the surrounding districts, Whilst the central offices may remain in
Pretoria, the mechanical work of issuing permits and taking thumb-
impressions should, in the humble opinion of my Association, so far as the
Johannesburg refugees are concerned, be done in Johannesburg,

Nothing has yet been known with reference to the question of whet-
her Indian women are or are not to hold separate permits,

My Association submits that the matters referred to herein are of
very vital importance, and trusts that they will receive the attention they
deserve, I respectfully request an early reply.

/ ham the honour to remain,

Sir,
Tour obedient servant,

ABDUL GANI

CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION
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